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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b) Applicants 
disclose to the Examiner the documents listed on the 
attached IDC form PTO-1449; a copy of each document is 
enclosed. Applicants respectfully ask the Examiner to 
consider each document and note that consideration where 
provided on the IDC. 

The relevance of the non-English reference is 
explained in the enclosed English language search report 
issued by the European Patent Office in the international 
stage of this application. 

This Statement does not represent that a search was 
made or that no better art exists and does not constitute 
an admission that the listed documents are material or 
constitute prior art. Therefore Applicants reserve the 
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right to present to the Examiner the relevant facts and law 
regarding the status of each listed document. Applicants 
further reserve the right to take appropriate action to 
establish patentability of the claimed invention over the 
listed documents, should any be applied against the claims. 

This statement is being filed along with the RCE, and 
therefore no fee for submitting this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement is due. However, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account 
No. 01-1250 if any fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) is needed 
to have this statement entered and the references 
considered by the Patent and Trademark Office. 
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Application Number 


10/008,326 I 


Filing Date 


November 7, 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Wolfgang Butz 


Art Unit 


3751 


Examiner Name 


David J. Walczak 


Sheet 


1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


H 4763 US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
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Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Code 2 {if known) 






US-3,589,821 


6/29/71 


Barney et al. 








US-4,298,036 


11/3/81 


Horvath 
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Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 
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Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Country 


Pages, Columns, 
Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures 
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GB 890,683 


3/7/62 


Great Britain 










FR 2 556 941 


6/28/85 


France 
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Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
Item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date page(s), volume-issue 
Number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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"EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
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'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the 
Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. s Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO 
Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English Language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
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